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QUESTION: What was the role of workers in Civil Disobedience Movement?

Working Class Movement in the period of Civil  Disobedience 
Movement: 
The part ic ipat ion of workers was seen only during the Dandi March of 
1930 .   On April 6, 1930 ,  by making salt  i l legally in Dandi, Mahatma 
Gandhi broke the salt  law and laid the foundation of the Civil 
Disobedience Movement.  After this the movement spread widely 
throughout the country.  Workers in Northeast India refused to work in salt  
factor ies.  The main center of this movement in Bombay was 'Dharasana' .   
When Gandhij i  announced to speed up the movement that he would break 
the salt  law by attacking the salt  factory in Dharasna, a large number of 
workers along with common people part ic ipated in i t .   By this t ime the 
nature of the workers'  revolt  had become communist.   He part ic ipated 
openly in the Civi l  Disobedience Movement, but some leaders of the 
Congress tr ied to keep the working class of India deprived of leadership.  
During the Civi l  Disobedience Movement, the pol i t ical consciousness of the 
labor movement increased.  The growing pol i t ical consciousness of the 
working class movement meant growing pol i t ical di fferences.  
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Due to these differences the labor movement could not keep i tself  united 
at this t ime.  During the Civi l  Disobedience period, the Bri t ish government 
intensif ied i ts repression cycle.  The government repression of 1933 -34 
inspired the working class to establ ish unity again. The result  of this was 
that in 1935, the ATC Congress and the Lal Trade Union Congress again 
united.  But st i l l  i t  is bel ieved that the Provincial Congress government was 
ful l  of anti-labour ideology .   She was not sympathetic to the workers.  The 
Congress was under the inf luence of the capital ists and i t  wanted to 
remove the inf luence of the communists over the workers.  For this purpose 
he also founded Hindustan Mazdoor Sabha. 
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